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Patty Hager

The Class of 2010 is filling up quickly.  Alumni have referred some of our best students.
There is a link right on our Beacon homepage where inquiries will be sent directly to
Mr.Osborne.  Please share this information with strong, prospective students.

Mervan Osborne,  Admissions Director
cinemaze@mac.com  •  617-653-7569
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Reading for Parents

New Boy
by Julian Houston

Grapes of Wrath
by John Steinbeck

Grapes of Wrath movie
(1940) with Henry Fonda,
Jane Darwell, John
Carradine, and Charley
Grapewin

Bodies
by Susie Orbach
The Good Teen
by Richard Lerner
(Tufts Professor)
Generation Text
by Dr. Michael Ost
Emotional Intelligence:
10th Anniversary
Edition; Why It Can
Matter More Than IQ
by Daniel Goleman
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Books I’m reading
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Beacon’s Spring Celebration
On Sunday, April 5th, Beacon held its 3rd annual Spring Celebration at Rialto restaurant in Cambridge.
Over 200 Beacon donors, supporters, B.A.P.A.parents, volunteers and Class of 2009 students attended
what was once again a wonderful, inspirational evening.

Your sons and daughters did extremely well and were seated with guests whom they had never met
before. The table conversations ranged from a science experiment discussion on how to make your
own beer to books they have enjoyed reading in English, concerns about high school and many more
topics.  They held their own in the conversations.

The dinner consisted of a first course of a salad with a handmade mozzarella and asparagus, chicken
or salmon for the main course and a chocolate tart for dessert.  All the kids tried everything so if your
son or daughter tells you that he/she doesn’t eat these foods, they do now!  (Look out for the Nutrition
article from Mr.Dunkel’s wife in next month’s Parent’s Bulletin.)

Beacon has only one annual fundraiser. Primarily all of Beacon’s budget is raised through private
donations and makes up the shortfall received from tuition. If you know anyone who would be
interested in supporting Beacon financially, please introduce them to one of the faculty and staff.
We’d love to show them around the school.  In these economic times, it is an increasingly onerous
task but we are committed to our Vision.

Beacon’s Vision Statement:

One day, all children will enter high school prepared to achieve their social and academic potential,
and through their determined efforts emerge as resourceful, excited and skillful learners eager to
contribute to their own communities and the wider world.

We hope that even once your child graduates from Beacon, you will continue to stay involved with
us.  B.A.P.A (Beacon Academy Parents’ Association) will only continue to grow and we hope will
become a great resource and support group for you as your child progresses through high school and
college.

We also need your support and encouragement with new Beacon families. We hope you will consider
becoming a Beacon host family for new families (which you’ll read more about next month.) We
also hope you will consider attending Rialto and possibly sharing your child’s high school experience
and how Beacon helped to make it all possible.  Ask your child about Joshua (founding class and
now a junior at Chapel Hill Chauncy Hall with high honors) and Lorraine Smith’s speeches at Rialto.

Mrs.Coleman, Director of Volunteers and  Co-Curricular Learning
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Mervan Osborne, Director of Secondary School Placement
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• '2!for literature, we’ve finished The Catcher in the Rye, the perpetually popular novel about one
of the most famous fictional adolescents in history, and A Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, the moving autobiography of a former American slave.  Now we’re reading The Grapes
of Wrath, one of the most important American novels.  I’m impressed day after day by the intelligent,
perceptive comments that the students make about their readings: about the characters and
themes, the authors’ styles, and about their own reactions to the plot lines and events of the
stories.

• We’re continuing to study grammar, moving from parts of speech to phrases and soon to clauses.
• The students continue to expand and refine their vocabularies: they’ve now encountered about

1000 new words.  More resourceful all the time, they’re learning to be more precise about
describing situations or people and discussing the books we’re reading.  Ask them about
“manifesto”, “Mardi Gras”, “hubris”, “Piccadilly”, and “inculcate”.

• For the rest of the year, we’re going to focus on clear and accurate written expression: sharp
sentences, well constructed paragraphs, thorough and patient essays; and first-rate notes from
class and from homework assignments.

Please feel free to visit a class any time – and to call me (617 524-3075)
or email me (dcfootnotes@gmail.com) to check on the progress of your child.

Best wishes,  Dean Conway

Facing History and Ourselves
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